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Dimensions

L10.97m
W3.78m,H3.12m

67.3Ton

Maximum Speed

Main Armament

120 mm /L55

Engine Power

110 KW

Secondary Armament

2Xx7.62 mm
Machine Gun




Modernization of defense strategy

Modernization of Qatar's defense strategy on well-established scientific and
military basis is one of the most important priorities of Qatar National Vision
2030, a vision that seeks to cement the pillars of development in the coming
years. This comes within the parameters of the relentless strive to equip
military units with the latest of military industry productions worldwide.

The most important objective is the sound planning and implementation in
well- staged phases, and development of the physical, intellectual, mental,
psychological, cultural, organizational and combat capacity of Qatari cadres.
For it is they who are the pillars of the nation, the starting point of progress,
the building blocks and leaders of tomorrow.

Based on this noble mission of protecting and defending the homeland, Qatar
Land Forces continue the process of development to translate the wise vision
of His Highness the Amir to build the Qatar of tomorrow on the basis of law,
justice, honor and strength, overcoming all challenges.

Many operating units of the Land Forces have been upgraded, equipped with
military machinery and equipment to serve military and training purposes.
Young cadres are connected with modern technology through training
courses, field exercises and various ground activities, providing basics of
military training, teaching skills and using various types of weapons and
equipment. All this is meant to create a power capable of handling risks with
efficiency.

The Land Forces focused attention on joint field exercises with friendly Arab
and foreignh forces, covering various areas such as combat techniques,
eviction, maneuvering, training on fight against terrorism, riot, parachute
jumping, artillery and concealment, mastering the techniques of dealing
quickly with sudden events and avoiding dangerous situations as well as
crisis management. Exercises also covered ways to deal with the external
environment and current events, how to carry out rescue operations, assist
and extend assistance to other support units and build a mechanism of
cooperation between Land Forces and other units of the Armed Forces.

The joint exercises in the fields of Land Forces with the Arab and foreign
forces locally and internationally are among the basics that trainees receive,
because such exercises are the blueprint for bilateral cooperation and
coordination in the implementation of bilateral agreements in the military and
security fields. Trainees gain many experiences by meeting with experts and
leaders with rich expertise in the field of defense.

In order to achieve continuous development of the Land Forces, the state
provided adequate technical, material and human resources that will help
take the Forces to advanced defensive levels.

By: Brigadier (pilot)

Ahmed Ismail Al-Zeyara
Director of the Directorate of
Morale Guidance and Official

Spokesperson
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DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF STATE

FOR DEFENSE AFFAIRS PARTICIPATES IN FOUNDATION

STONE CEREMONY OF THE AL UDEID AIR BASE
EXPANSION PROJECT

His Excellency Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al-
Attiyah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Defense Affairs, participated in the
ceremony of laying the foundation stone for the Al
Udeid Air Base expansion project. The ceremony
was attended by General Jason Armaghsut,
commander of the US Air Wing at Al Udeid Air Base
and a number of military commanders from both
Qatar and the United States.

The move underscores the commitment of the
State of Qatar to deepen strategic military relations
with the United States of America, to develop and
strengthen military cooperation and coordination

between the two countries.

The military airbase currently hosts more than
10,000 US and other coalition forces. The base
contains the Ilatest residential, service and
operational facilities supporting the work of the
International Coalition against Terrorism and for
stability of the region.

The expansion project includes building of
barracks and service facilities to support the joint
security efforts, as well as raising the quality of life
of the resident forces residing in the airbase.

D.P. MINISTER AND MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENSE
ATTENDED THE CEREMONY OF LAUNCHING THE QATAR EMIRI
NAVAL FORCES PROJECT IN ITALY

Isuue 11 - September 2018

In the presence of HE Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed
Al-Attiyah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Defense Affairs and H.E Mrs. Elisabetta
Trenta, Minister of Defense of the Republic of Italy,
the Italian company Finceteri held an iron cutting
ceremony for the manufacture of Qatari warships
at the Italian town of La Spezia.

It's worth mentioning that Qatar Ministry of Defense
signed in 2016 the Qatar Shipbuilding Agreement
with Italian company of Finceteri to build seven

new-generation warships under the Qatar Marine
Development Program.

The ceremony was attended by the Qatari
Ambassador to the Republic of Italy, Abdul Aziz Al-
Malki, H.E Admiral Abdullah Al Sulaiti, Commander
of the Qatari Emiri Naval Forces, Brigadier General
Helal Al-Mohannadi, Qatar's military attaché to the
Republic of Italy and a number of senior officers of
Qatar Armed Forces.




DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF STATE
FOR DEFENSE AFFAIRS MEETS THE GREEK NATIONAL
DEFENSE MINISTER

230

His Excellency Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al-
Attiyah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Defense Affairs, met with the Greek
National Defense Minister, Panos Kammenos in
the Greek capital of Athens.

The meeting discussed issues of common
interest and means of enhancing them in the
fields of defense, exchange of training courses
and experiences.
The meeting the Ilatest

also discussed

i b e
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developments in the region, particularly the Gulf
crisis, crisis in Syria and the developments in
Libya as well as the Palestinian cause.
Meanwhile, the meeting touched on regional and
international issues of mutual interest.

The Greek Minister of National Defense held a
luncheon in honor of His Excellency the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defense
Affairs and his accompanying delegation.

D.P. MINISTER AND MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENSE VISITS
FIRE-AFFECTED AREAS IN THE REPUBLIC OF GREECE

LOCAL NEWS

Q\‘
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His Excellency Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al-
Attiyah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Defense Affairs, paid an inspection visit
to the affected areas of the Greek Republic.

He got acquainted during the visit with the effects of
the fires in a number of areas that claimed the lives
of a large number of local residents, in addition to
the destruction of infrastructure in those areas.
His Excellency conveyed condolences of the

Government and people of the State of Qatar to the
friendly Government and people of Greece.

His Excellency was accompanied by H.E Panos
Kammenos, Minister of National Defense of
Greece, H.E Mr. Abdulaziz bin Ali Al-Naamabh,
Ambassador of the State of Qatar to the Republic
of Greece and Brigadier General Hazza Nasser Al
Shahwani, Director of Operations and Training of
the Qatar Emiri Air Force.

Isuue 11 - September 2018
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DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND
MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENSE AFFAIRS
MEETING IN THE US

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for
Defense Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al-Attiyah
visited the Boeing factory and inaugurated the
project of the Qatar Emiri Air Force (the F-15
aircraft project ) in the US state of Missouri. He also
met with the US Defense Secretary James Matisse
and signed a letter of intent in June 2017 for Qatar's
purchase of 36 fighter jets (F-15). In Washington,
he met with Lockheed Martin Defense Company
executives and Chairman of the Board and CEO
of Raytheon International Dr. Thomas Kennedy,

who discussed the joint projects and ways of
developing them.

As part of the visits of Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed
Al-Attiyah to Washington, he met with a number
of officials, including Assistant Secretary of State
for Near East Affairs Mr. David Satterfield, and US
senators from New Jersey, Mr. Robert Menezes,
and the State of Rhode Island Mr. Jack Reid, West
Virginia Ms. Shelly Moore Capito, and Tennessee
Mr. Bob Korker. He also met with the Deputy

Director of the Defense Security Cooperation




Agency, Mr. Gregory Kouchner, and the Secretary
of the Air Force, Mrs. Heather Wilson and General
Stephen Wilson, deputy chief of staff of the US Air
Force.

The meeting also tackled common issues and
ways to strengthen them.

The Deputy Prime Minister received in Washington,
DC, Undersecretary of Defense for American
political affairs Mr. John Rudd, and met with US
Senator Missouri Mr. Roy Blunt and discussed
with them bilateral relations and ways to bolstering
them.
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JCAL NEWS
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The Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces Receives
Acting Charge D'affaires of the

Lt. Gen. (pilot) Ghanim bin Shahin Al-Ghanim,
Chief of Staff of Qatar Armed Forces, received in
his office Mr. Ryan Kleha Acting Chargé d'affaires
of the United States Embassy in Doha on the
occasion of the end of his term of office.

The Chief of Staff thanked Mr. Kleha for his efforts
to support and promote bilateral relations between

Embassy of the United States of America

the two friendly countries, and wished him success
in his next tasks.

The meeting was attended by Brig. Gen. Fahd
Hamad Al Sulaiti, Acting Chairperson of the Military
Cooperation Committee and Colonel David Kasey,
Military Attaché of USA.

Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces Receives
Belorussian Military Attaché

Lt. Gen. (pilot) Ghanim bin Shahin Al-Ghanim,
Chief of Staff of Qatar Armed Forces, received in

his office Colonel Vitally Rubin, the Belorussian
military attaché in Qatar, on the occasion of the end
of his term. The Chief of Staff thanked the military
attaché of Belarus for his efforts to support and

A\

strengthen the bilateral relations in the defense
and military fields between the two friendly
countries, and wished him success in his future
tasks. The meeting was attended by Brigadier
Fahd Hamad Al Sulaiti, Acting Chairperson of the
Military Cooperation Committee.



Chief of Staff of Qatar Armed Forces Receives
Chief of Staff of the Iraqi Army

His Excellency Lt-Gen. (pilot) Ghanem bin
Shahin Al-Ghanim Chief of Staff of Qatar Armed
Forces received HE General Officer Othman
Ali al-Ghanmi, Chief of Staff of Iraqi Army and
acompanying delegation for an official visit to
the country.

The purpose of the visit was to discuss military
relations between the two friendly countries and

ways to strengthen and develop them.

Honouring the Winners of Qatar Armed Forces
Members who Participated in the Holy Qur'an
Memorisation Contest in its 22nd Version of 2018

Under the patronage of His Excellency Dr. Khalid
bin Mohammed Al Attiyah, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of State for Defense Affairs, in
the presence of His Excellency Lt. Gen. (pilot)
Ghanem bin Shahin Al Ghanim, Chief of Staff of
Qatar Armed Forces, the 22nd version 2018 of the
Holy Quran memprisation Contest was organised.
A total of 230 members of Qatar Armed Forces
took part in the Contest held last Ramadan.

And about the tournament and the achievements
were scored Brigadier General Dr.Ali AL-Bariq

said that consolidation of tolerant values in the
souls of our soldiers and officers is an honorable
request ,the tournament was succeeded in
achieving our vision through the increased
number of the participants every year.

His Excellency the Chief of Staff distributed
prizes and handed over certificates of honour to
the winners in the Contest in the presence of a
number of senior commanders and officers in the
Armed Forces.
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Chief of Staff Attends the Closing Ceremony

Under the auspices of His Excellency, Staff
Lieutenant General (pilot) Ghanim Bin Shahin Al-
Ghanim, Qatari Armed Forces Chief of Staff, Al
Sadd Sports Club Hall hosted the closing ceremony
of the Summer Activities organized by the Military
Sports Association for children of Qatar Armed
Forces affiliates. Attended were also high-ranking
Armed Forces officers.

The ceremony started by reciting glorious verses
from the Holy Quran, followed by a speech by

-
-— o,
-

Staff Brigadier General Yousuf Dasmal Al-Kawari,
head of the Military Sports Association, in which
he welcomed His Excellency, Armed Forces
Chief of Staff and students’ families attending the
ceremony.

He stressed the role of the Armed Forces in reviving
sports and supporting sportsmen, in addition to
its significant role of supporting sports clubs and
Qatari national teams. The Summer Activities are
considered an opportunity for developing children
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of Summer Activities For Children of Qatari
Armed Forces Affiliates

sports talents and benefitting from their leisure
time during summer, besides sensitizing students
through integrating them in society by arranging
field visits to various military units and public state
departments and facilities.

The ceremony included several interesting
shows and sports presentations performed by
the Summer Activities students such as football,
boxing, taeckwondo and the tug-of-war game.

At the end of the ceremony, His Excellency, the

ml !#%tf
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Chief of Staff distributed gifts and decorations
to students distinguished during the Summer
Activities and took a group photo with the working
group, headed by Brigadier Majid Al-Nuaimi, head
of the Summer Activities Organizing Committee.
It's worth mentioning that this year's Summer
Activities took place in Lusail Shooting Range and
Lusail Handball Hall and continued for (6) weeks
from 3/7/2018 till 15 /8 / 2018, with (400) students
taking part.
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Standing Committee for selection of candidates for
officers of military entities begin their selection of
female candidates of high school graduates

Upon directives of His Highness Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad AL Thani, Emir of the State, Supreme
Commander of Qatari Armed Forces. He ordered
that doors of nomination must be opened for
female graduates of high school, the current and
previous year, category (girls) under the patronage
and follow-up of His Excellency Dr. Khalid bin
Mohammed Al-Attiyah Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of State For Defense Affairs to facilitate
all difficulties. The program will be under the

supervision of Lt. Gen. (pilot) Ghanim bin Shahin
Al-Ghanim, Chief of Staff of Qatar Armed Forces.
The united Standing Committee started its task by
selecting candidates for military officers by forming
awomen's committee to meet the candidates of the
committee of high school graduates and selecting
the best ones to be nominated for specializations
such as communications engineering, computer
engineering, medicine, Available specialties.

Brig. Gen. Nasser Abdulrahman Al Jaber,
Chairman of the Working Group of the Standing
Committee for selection of military officers
candidates for military entities, who has been
assigned by the Chief of Staff to follow up the
work of the Committee stated that the specialties
that will be filled by the candidate are mainly
scientific disciplines consistent with the nature of
Qatari women and are not purely field-related. He
added that Qatar Armed Forces, like other State
institutions, are also interested in supporting
Qatari women and providing them with a work
environment that suits them, wishing all the
trainees success in serving their precious country.

Isuue 11 - September 2018

The conclusion of dismantling, installing and using the
Beretta weapons course

Conclusion of the dismantling, installation and use of the
Beretta weapons course which was held at the National
Service Academy in the period 22- 26 July 2018.

With participation of 51 members of the Ministry of
Defense, The course covered the introduction to new
weapons, enabling individuals to dismantle and installina
proper manner, the correct methods of taking care of and

cleaning weapons, as well as training on shooting with
weapons to determine their capabilities and efficiency.

The participants benefited from the details and
explanations as well as the theory and practice presented.
They enriched the course with their interaction and

questions that were answered by the course instructors.




Graduation of Second Training Course for Officers' Children

The Directorate of Morale Guidance at the Ministry
of Defense announced the graduation of second
the activation course for the officers’ children, in
the presence of HE Maj. Gen. Hamad bin Abdullah
al-Futtais al-Marri, commander of the Joint Special

Forces.

Thanks to the exercises they went through, the
children were taught about what their parents are
doing. They gained self-confidence, respect for
time, discipline and love for the military career.

The children were also trained on self-defense;
taekwondo, weapons, archery, mountain training,
descent from tower, equestrian and familiarity with
the classical Qatari customs and traditions.
Student Nasser Saleh Udaiba Al-Marri delivered
the graduates' speech in which he thanked HE
Maj. Gen. Hamad bin Abdullah Al-Futtais Al-Marri,
Commander of the Joint Special Forces, for having
given an opportunity for organising the course,
citing the benefits they gained.

Graduation of the First Arabic Preliminary Course,
Level Il for a Nombre of Turkish Officers

The Directorate of Morale Guidance at the Ministry
of Defense announced the graduation of the Arabic
language course for non-native speakers of the
second intensive level no.1 for a batch of Turkish
troops.

The course began June and lasted in July, where 13

members of Turkish troops had attended.

The graduation ceremony was attended by Brig.
Gen. Sultan Mohammed Al Shahwani, head of multi-
languages section at the Language Institute of Qatar
Armed Forces.
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In an exclusive interview

STEFF MAJ. GEN. MOHAMMED BIN ALI ALGHANIM
Commander of Qatar Emiri Land Forces

Land Forces, a uniquely Qatar's producer of men and a pedestal of
national solidarity Our message to the Emir : " Here we're at your disposal”
and the safety of homeland is a red line

Altalaya Magazine organized a visit to the Qatar
Emiri Land Forces Camp, explored pivotal
points of its bright history and its successive
contributions to the defense of the homeland and
its independence, as well as the efforts made in
the development of its combat systems equipping
it with latest military machinery, expanding the
scope of its specialized personnel and increasing
the capabilities of its skilled personnel.

All this is in line with a state-of-the-art,
contemporary technology. In this framework
Altalaya is honored to conduct an interview
with the commander of Emiri Land Forces Staff
Maj. Gen. Mohammed bin Ali Al-Ghanim, who
confirmed during the interview the readiness
of the Land Forces to defend its homeland. He
also emphasized the readiness of all officers and
soldiers torespond to any aggression mercilessly,
warning at the same time anyone to ever think
about such a despicable step. "Deterrence of such

a move will be the talk of the world" he concluded.
Altalaya Magazines’' team would like to express
its appreciation Mr. Al-Ghanim for the interview,
commending the development and modernization
process that they are carrying out, and his keen
attention to the national cadre.

First, we welcome you, and we thank you for
this media opportunity to Qatar Emiri Land
Forces. We wish you more success, excellence
and brilliance... Of course, the role of the Land
Forces is to protect the land. Its role is central in
all countries. They even call it the leading role, but



the roles of the various forces are complementary
to each other, depending on the general situation,
whether it has to do with air control, control
of regional waters or protection of the states’
economy. However, protection of land remains
the most important element, because preserving
the land means preserving everything on it. Not
protecting the land means losing everything. Hence
the importance of Land Forces in any country in the
world.

At level of the State, the greatest responsibility, if
incidents occurred, is shouldered by Qatar Emiri
Land Forces. We may recall the incidents of 1986,
1990, 1992, 1996, 2014 and 2017. We also recall
the Yemen war in the context of the Arab alliance
before Qatar withdrew from it, in addition to its
role in partnership with the coalition countries in
defending the borders of Saudi Arabia in Khafji
and Najran. Throughout these historic points, the
Emiri Land Forces played an excellent role, but
something that is unique is the
discipline of the Qatari soldier. This
is in addition to the type of combat
equipment, the type of training,
the style of command and control,
which makes Qatari Army distinct

Victory 2018, the Land
Forces will have the
first maneuver at the
level of the brigade

budget, until we reached 2016 - 2017 with the entry
of all these Systems into service.,Qatar Emiri Land
Forces took precedence in taking advantage of
the outputs of this strategic plan, considering the
seriousness and centrality of its defense functions,
as itis defending the land, and also that Land Forces
were historically the first to sign contracts, conduct
training and feasibility and the armament quality
related tests. Today, thankfully, Qatar Emiri Land
Forces enjoy all the elements and characteristics of
a professional army.

At the level of armament, the first developed tank in
the world, the German-made leopard2A7 tank, was
added to the service, where quality elements were
added to the Qatari version. It was tested 7 years ago
at the request of the Qatar Army. Today, we are sure
that we now have a generation of tanks that have a
high capability against any kind of tanks in the world.
This is the main objective that is consistent with our
principles and our military doctrine. You have to get
a weapon that gives you an upper-
hand and excellence against any
similar weapon whatever its origin.
We have more than a battalion of
this kind of tanks ready to defend
the homeland, and can do all its

from other armies. using the current combat functions. We also we have
command and control a system of Panzerhaubitze 2000
system tank, known as PZH 2000 caliber

Of course, development as a vision and a renewed
strategy, is not born today. It began from mid-2000,
after which we started thinking about expanding it in
2009. Its activities and plans were activated in 2010,
including Qatar Armed Forces in all its military units,
mainly (land, air and sea). The strategy aimed at the
restructuring of the infrastructure, by defining the
central roles of each unit in maintaining the security
and safety of the homeland. The plan also included
the development of the system of command and
control. Having adopted the planin all its dimensions
(armament, infrastructure, command and control
systems, manpower) we moved to the procedural
part of signing contracts and including them in the

155mm German-made. Being one

of the most powerful weapons
in the world, this is the latest ever produced by a
contemporary military industry. It has a very high
command and control system, with high precision
in fire direction, ability to deal with mobile targets
and objectives beyond sight, using its radar and
guidance networks.
The tank has given us an added value in terms
of moving targets, and now we have more than
one battalion, ready in the field, well-prepared
to conduct operations.
Brazilian ASTROS 6 system, a strategic deterrent
weapon, that can destroy a target in the distance
of 80 km with a tremendous destructive ability.
It is also capable of handling all targets at night
and during the day. All of our weapons have this
capability. Our manpower is capable of dealing with
all these weapons, and even use them in the daytime
with the night system command so that they acquire
the ability to deal with such advanced weapons.

We also introduced the
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They have already had a special psychological
relationship with all these weapons. We also
have M / D missiles or so-called anti-tank guided
missiles, which are the latest at the global level.
We also have a command and control system
which is considered the most modern in the
world. It has been tested and passed the tests,
and has already entered into service in 2017.
Hopefully, with exercise Victory 2018, the Land
Forces will have the first maneuver at the level
of the brigade using the current command and
control system.

Of course, the State of Qatar invests in the human
element, and with the wise leadership of His
Highness Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad AL Thani,
the Emir of the State, Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, this trend has become a strategic
direction at the State level.

It has thus devoted all its potential resources and
capabilities to this central objective, where more
attention is focused on two tracks:

Health and education. The State takes care of
the public health of the citizen from the cradle to
the grave. As such, the citizens receives highest
standards of care. All venues are facilitated to
access appropriate and effective treatment. This
also applies to intensify child and mother care
programs.

In the field of education, there is a
great effort exerted in this regard,
in terms of building schools and
national universities, bringing in most
prestigious international
to the homeland and sending students

universities

(males and females) to complete their
studies abroad. The State, thanks to the
directives of HH the Emir, is more and
more keen to improve and facilitate the
care of its citizens, especially in these
two vital tracks. This care has yielded
remarkable results, especially at the
level of the labour force, where we are
witnessing a steady development in

the level of human development and well-being.
This has resulted in the strong bond between the
citizen and leadership. We have also seen notable
dedication by citizens to serve their country.
The most beautiful thing is that each generation
is endowed with capabilities and bounties not
available to previous generations.

As for your question about Qatar Emiri Land
Forces, when we introduce these advanced
weapon systems, being the first of their kind
in the world, we asked ourselves the following
question: Here we have brought the latest global
technology, what about the staff of the national
cadre? The answer was that from the very
beginning we have a strong belief in the abilities of
the Qatari citizen, and we trust in his high interest
in and sincere love for his faith, country and the
Emir. So, we opened the door to our young the
children of the Emiri Land Forces. We provided
them with skills development, in addition to the
good health education | have mentioned above.
The result is impressive, thank God. So, this
has agitated the envy of the enemies. Just in two
brackets, before we move to our original talk, |
say "The unfair actions taken against by some
countries Qatar, is all about You know?
Envy | say thank God our young
people in Qatar Emiri Land
shown a

Forces have
wonderful ability to
deal with the systems
that have been
introduced
recently. Some of
them have now




from trainees to instructors, and some of them
become trainers of trainers (T.0.T).Of the good
performance indicators is that our youth are now
capable of dealing with the tanks the handling of
which require certain skills that are often acquired
within a period of up to a six months. Our youth
have broken this rule, where they were able to
professionally do it within six weeks, with the
testimony of experts. They have shown great
discipline in the beginning, and were able to absorb
the new systems in a way we had not expect. Now,
after this presentation, I'm sure that the State
under the wise leadership of our Emir has proved
successful in this strategic planning.

It is continuing to expand the infrastructure
of schools and universities, including
attracting international universities, which

facilitated access to knowledge, scientific

and technical productions of modern
human civilizations. It is no longer a secret
that some countries have tried to discourage
Qatar from this strategic choice which was
met with more determination, resulting in

a more people's loyalty to the leadership.

Our people have the cognitive ability to

recognize the malice being plotted against
them, and thus they stood firm at the time

of distress and achieved solidarity

in an unprecedented manner. In
fact, many of the decision-
making centers in a
number of countries
that anticipate

a state of

uncertainty are studying Qatar's case as a model
for preserving national cohesion and failing the
enemy's conspiracies.

When our systems are replaced with modern
technology, we are duty-bound to change
leadership and energies, and come with the skills
and abilities that keeping up with this tremendous
technological development, without prejudice to
previous experiences. An old-aged person usually
tends to be calm and stable, unlike young people
who are always looking forward to everything renew
and innovative. We have to be in mind that we have
a young leadership that takes care of young people
in particular, and sees in them the present and
future of our homeland. The youth trust in him, and
he inspires in them the spirit of giving, and even
provides the environment suitable for creativity
and excellence. So, we in Qatar Emiri Land Forces
absorbed the requirements of transformation
whereby we are convinced. We have the capabilities
and the means, for no nation or a people can advance
without high ambitions and renewed strength.
We are there with them to empower them with our
cumulative experience which has been acquired
from the leadership of our predecessors, as well
as previous events. We are required to give them
all this experience, not some or part of it. Thus, we
are in a period of renewal and excellence.
Experiences exist to give advice or follow
up until the full maturity of this young
blood.

The two brigades are coping with events,
considering the nature of modernization
and development they are going

through on an on-going basis. In terms

of armament they are the world's most

powerful. They are considered to be the
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strongest in terms of command and control.
There was a clear vision to establish a third
brigade under the name of Hamad bin Abdullah,
to have latest a state-of-the-art technology. It
will be endowed with enormous capabilities, in
view of the nature of the tasks assigned to it.
The Jassim bin Mohammed and Abdullah bin
Jassim brigades are tasked with defending the
homeland, while the Hamad bin Abdullah Brigade
will be tasked, added to its defense duties, with
readiness for deployment abroad; both regionally
and internationally. It can also be deployed as
part of Qatar’s contribution to the peace-keeping
missions of the United Nations’ bodies and
organizations. It is expected that the preparation
process and requirements will be completed,
so that this brigade can be functioning by 2019.
It may take between four to five years for the
brigade to become professionally operational in
the field.

The modernization of the

Qatar from this strategic
choice which was met

systems for all brigades is
continuous every six months,
within contracts,
which continue for twenty
years, especially in the
technological aspect. This
is in line with the huge and

some of . .
resulting in

people's

successive developments in this field.

with more determination,
a
loyalty to the
leadership

Our projects, thank God, are continuous. Our
ambitions are bottomless. So, we have projects
for the next 10 years, within a clear defense
vision.

Our plan has got approved indicators from the
Ministry of Defense, aimed at completing the
combat system and raising it to the level of
efficiency and professionalism. Our focus now is
on infrastructure, with a view not to start a future
project until the completion of the current project,
ensuring quality and perfection. Our vision, God
willing, is to raise our combat readiness to the
level of a squad and to become the most powerful
squad in the world. This is to make sure that no
one ever allows despicable thinking for a moment
to undermine the national sovereignty of our
beloved country, Qatar.
Professionalism
systems be developed, because the
operation of equipment is not what
matters, it is the combat efficiency
that matters.

Of the most important elements:
Endurance, boldness in decision-
making, discipline, ingenuity, rapid
assimilation of variables, etc. Operation of a
weapon depends on the efficiency of the man

requires all

more
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behind it. For example, a national service recruit
may operate a tank at a rate of five to six shots
per minute, but a professional soldier will have
a higher operational efficiency to fire between
10 and 12 shots in a minute. Operation does not
matter. What matters most is efficiency.

We have many partnerships with many countries,
including France, America, Britain, Oman, Kuwait
and Turkey, as well as other countries of the
world. We also have good military relations and
understandings with many countries. We enjoy a
good reputation and we are keen to expand the
circle of our partnerships with friendly countries,
which will enable our officers to benefit from
the exchange of international experiences and
being in contact with international professional
armies. As for training, we in Qatar Emir Land
Forces consider
as indispensable mechanisms. In addition to
the Land Forces training center, with various

training and development

disciplines, we are organizing from four to five
both inside and outside the
country. We also have the

simulators center which

courses a Yyear,

i. is the world's
¥ ‘,_,A* most powerful,

- o _ .
~ e LS well-equipped
B with latest the

téchnologies that facilitate dealing with the
new combat systems, give us a percentage of
907. to 957. of the simulation of the various natural
conditions.

The Republic of Turkey is a sister country, with
strong and distinguished military relations,
especially when it comes to the Land Forces. |
personally have strong relations with all of their
military commanders. There is a high appreciation
from the two parties and a mutual commitment
to the laws and treaties that maintain daily life.
This is the general orientation of the State of
Qatar with the various friendly countries. It is
an open-minded approach to the other, and we
must be an active element in the maintenance of
international peace and security.

This development your Excellency shed light on,

and highlight the most important of its features,
is it likely that one day can see it embodied in "a
national military museum?”

Of course, we are trying to establish this
museum. However, currently it is not a priority
for us, the priority now is for modernization and
development, with attention to the expansion
and enhancement of infrastructure. However,
we have established a committee to carry out a
preliminary study on this issue, but the activation
of the project will not be before the year 2022. We
now have many vital projects which are of top
priority, in preparation for World Cup 2022. This
will require provision of support to the competent
security authorities, with the start of a new
operational security plan and the required camps.
With the start of preparation for new security
deployment plans, there is need for camps that
we will be delivering at the rate of a camp each
year, within various geographical hubs. But the
idea of the museum is present. It is at the level
of Qatar Armed Forces as a whole, not only the
Land Forces. We aim to have it open to the public,
tourists and visitors.

First,  would like to reiterate my thanks to Altalaya
for this interview. Second, | would like to urge
Qatari youth to join the military service, and to
do so diligently to achieve a world force, because
it is essential for field force, given that the State,
thanks to the directives of His Highness, has
provided all the capabilities and facilities on which
success and excellence are based. Through you
I would like to extend our sincere thanks and
appreciation to His Highness the Emir for his
generous patronage of the modernization and
development process in Qatar Armed Forces in
general, and the Emiri Land Forces in particular. |
convey to His Highness, through you, a message
in a Qatari classical dialect which translates as:
"Here we're at your disposal, your Highness" and
the safety of our nation under the leadership of
His Highness is a red line. We are also grateful
to His Excellency Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al-
Attiyah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Defense Affairs, for his support. Thanks
also to His Excellency Lt. Gen. (pilot) Ghanim
Bin Shaheen Al-Ghanim, Chief of Staff of Qatar
Armed Forces for his keen following up.
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Deputy Commander of the Land Forces
Brigadier General Saeed Hossein Al-Khayarin

Combat Efficiency is Our ambition .. Combination of

Professionalism and Contemporary Sciences is our Strategy

Brigadier General Saeed Hussain Al-Khayarin,
Deputy Commander of Qatar Emiri Land Forces,
said that achieving the highest levels of combat
efficiency is considered the supreme ambition of
the command of the Land Forces, while working
on establishing the foundations and principles of
a professional army. In interview with Altalaya, he
praised the Emir's generous patronage of Qatar
Armed Forces in general and Emiri Land Forces in
particular.

It is worth mentioning that Altalaya organized a
field visit to the command of the Land Forces,
to explore the great efforts exerted by the loyal
people of Qatar to safeguard the independence
of the homeland, its security, its sovereignty and
territorial integrity. Thanks to Brigadier Alkhayarin's
explanation, Altalaya was able to know facts about
a number of bright aspects related to the plans of
modernization and development, and what is being
done to increase the combat efficiency of all the
members of our valiant Armed Forces, as well as
the strategy that aims to combine professionalism
and armament on the one hand, and contemporary
sciences (in each field of specialization) on the
other hand.

Command of Qatar Emiri Forcesl Pivotal Roles
Played by Qatar Emiri Land Forces Brig. Gen. Al-

Khayarin emphasizes that the role of of the Land
Forces is to defend the borders of the State of Qatar
against any external aggression, and to contain
such aggression, destroy it and restore order.

"As a primary task" He adds, "the command of
Qatar Emiri Land Forces is to exercise command
and control over Qatar Emiri Land Forces units,
plan, manage and control the operations of the
Land Forces, prevent and destroy any hostile
acts against the coastal boundaries of the State".
He mentions cooperation with the security forces
to secure the internal front based on assessment
of the situation, as well as taking part in securing
any sister country against any hostile acts on its
territory upon request.

From the Army Brigade to the Command
of Qatar Emiri Land Forces, and the early
beginnings

Brig. Gen. Alkhayarin stated that, like the case
with most Land Forces in the world, Qatar Emiri
Land Forces passed through stages such as being
nurtured within a specific framework that takes
into consideration the political, economic and
social development of each country until it reached
the current stage. Qatar Emiri Land Forces, he
added, were established first in mid-1960s, where



groups were formed at the faction level, and then a
force in the General Command called (the Platoon
of the General Command) was formed, under
the command of Captain Hamad bin Suhaim AL
Thani. And then, battalions were formed, where
we moved to the organization. Accordingly, the
battalion of Tariq bin Ziad and Hamad mobile
battalion were formed. The armament was light
and the battalion was subsequently developed
from a mobile infantry to a mechanized battalion.
Its name settled at the Hamad Automatic Battalion
(named after the father Emir, may God protect him."
The development continued until late 1970s and
early 1980s, when new systems of French and
British tanks were introduced. It was called the
Land Forces (Army Brigade), and changed in
mid-1980s to the current name; Qatar Emiri Land
Forces. A series of development continued, and
the forces have been restructured in the form of
three combat brigades. Then, Qatar Emiri Land
Forces moved from a mechanized system to
an armored system, where all the Land Forces
became armored forces, in which the type of
armament, infrastructure, manpower skills, as
well as the command and control system evolved
to what it is today, which is the latest in the world.
Adopting routine training to maintain combat
readiness

stresses Brigadier Saeed Hussein Al-Khayarin, is
a key strategic mechanism for Qatari Emir Land
Forces.

This is due to fact that such a mechanism involves
specialized disciplines. Simulators Center, in this
regard as continues Al-Khayarin, is considered

Interview by:
Edris Ajami

the most advanced of its kind in the world. It also
adopts regular training systems, both inside and
outside the country. Of the objectives sought
through training is to equip the brigades with the
know-how of dealing with new weapons system,
as well as familiarity with the latest production of
military technology industry. This is in addition to
trainingon command, controland communications
system, to achieve the readiness of combat on
reconnaissance, passage of information and
orders, as well as conducting joint operations
during day and night.

Brig. Gen. Al-Khayarin said "In all our exercises we
are keen on integration. Our battalions participate
in modern systems by joining manoeuvring,
reconnaissance and firefighting units of Emiri
Land Forces, with focus on command and control
systems."

The Deputy Commander of Qatar Land Forces,
Brig. Gen. Saeed Hussain Al-Khayarin, concluded
his statement by extending his highest regards
and appreciation,

On behalf of the Commander of Qatar Emiri Land
Forces and all the officers and and soldiers, to His
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad AL Thani, Emir
of Qatar, Supreme Commander of Qatar Armed
Forces, and for his support for the development
and modernization process. He also thanked His
Excellency the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of State for Defense, Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al
Attiyah, for his continued support. He also thanked
His Excellency Lt. Gen. Ghanim bin Shaheen Al-
Ghanim, Chief of Staff of Qatar Armed Forces, for
his care and attention to the various requirements
of this strategic development process.
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Director of Land Forces Staff
BRIGADIER GENERAL MUBARAK BIN MUBARAK

NASSER AL-HAJRI

Having a professional army is the main goal of
Qatar Emiri Land Forces

In an exclusive statement to Altalaya Magazine,
Brigadier Mubarak M. N. Al-Hajri, staff Director of
Qatar Emiri Land Forces disclosed that raising the
efficiency of the personnel of the Land Forces to
the ranks of professional armies is one of the main
objectives on which the Land Forces and their

various formations are seeking to achieve.

and for the success of such central task the
Chief of Staff is assigned with the supervision
of preparation systems, rules, and standing
orders. He is also tasked with determining state
of alert and readiness in times of peace and war,
management, distribution of administrative tasks
to the directorates and people and coordination of
activities between the Land Forces and the rest of
the formations, as well as the supervision of the

preparation of plans and programs of operations

and training. Chief of Staff, as explains HE, follows
up and supervises the combat effectiveness of the
Land Forces. He is also an adviser to all parties
through the Commander of the Land Forces
on all matters related to the competence of the
Directorate.

As for the nature of the relationship between the
Land Forces and the brigades, Brig. Gen. Al-Hajri
explained that the brigades are administratively
affiliated to the Chief of Staff. As for orders
and instructions, he reports to the commander
of the Land Forces directly. "We are a point of
coordination between the directorates in the
command of the forces and the directorates of
the brigades in Qatar Emiri Land Forces." He

concluded.

and plans for development and modernization.

Al-Hajri stated that "we in Qatar Emiri Land Forces



in particular and in all the State entities in general,
evaluate our strategic projects in light of future
projection, scientific and technological variables,
taking into opportunities and challenges. We are
also inspired by the wise vision of the country's
leadership, encouraging innovation and creativity.
On this basis, and under the supervision and direct
guidance of the Commander of the Land Forces,
the process of modernization and development is
carried out within a clear vision, which stems from a
set of strategic objectives."

He further explains that "There is more than a
local, regional and international component to this
strategy, as well as the positive engagement of
the State of Qatar in many international alliances,
which requires us to develop our infrastructure and
strengthen our physical and human capabilities in

the fields of defense and skill."

Al-Hajri: The Land Forces enjoy high levels of
discipline
and dedication. Brig. Gen. Mubarak Al-Hajri

concluded his statement to Altalaya by saying, "in

response to the wise leadership of His Highness

Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad AL Thani, Emir of the
State of Qatar who is leading the movement of
development and progress thus making his citizen
encouraged for more dedication, and thanks to HH's
statement "Qatar deserves the best of its people’,
Qatar Emiri Land Forces are working to carry out all
the tasks entrusted to them with mastery, discipline,
professionalism and success, in the best way that
reflects the true face of the State of Qatar in terms of
its security, safety and stability.” He added that the
Land Forces is endowed with competencies armed
with best systems and knowledge globally. He said
that attention is paid to the individual combatant in
terms of enhancing skills in accordance with latest
and finest military curricula. "Therefore, Qatar Emiri
Land Forces" added Al-Hajri "is characterized by
high readiness, courage and a remarkable standing
in times of peace and war."

"Our strategic vision is to rely on training and
continuous skills development, considering this
as the lifeblood of each military unit, while we are
keen to take advantage of advanced technology to

enhance combat efficiency."
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QATAR EMIRI LAND FORCES:

THE ABDULLAH BIN JASSIM BRIGADE
COLONEL MOHAMMED AL-AHBABI

a

We are proud of our wise leadership and the militarily
ready to defend the homeland's precious soil

Colonel Mohammed Al-Ahbabi, commander of
the Abdullah bin Jassim Brigade (AJB), said that
the latter is a renewed and advanced military
organization, which was created this year under
the umbrella of Qatar Emiri Land Forces. AJB
includes five battalions: two infantry battalions,
a tanks battalion, a direct support battalion
(artillery) and a general support battalion (rocket-
launchers).

AJB:Sophisticated armament and qualified
manpower

Al-Ahbabi pointed out that the formation of the
AJB was guided by His Highness Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of the country and
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, may
Allah protect Him, and direct and constant follow-
up by the Commander of Qatar Emiri Land Forces,
His Excellency Major General Mohammed bin Ali
Al Ghanim. The AJB together with the Jassim Bin
Mohammed Brigade (JMB), represent a major and
effective force of Qatar Emiri Land Forces.

The AJB is an extension and development to an

already existing former organization that is called the
(Maneuvering Group). It was joined by a group of fire
support units (formerly artillery), infantry units and
tanks, under command of a (Maj. Gen.) in both the AJB
& JMB. With regards to the armament of the brigade;
it is sophisticated and of high readiness. The tanks
battalion is equipped with the most modern tank in the
world (Leopard 2). The artillery battalion is equipped
with the (BZH 2000), one of the best German guns. We
also have Brazilian rocket-launchers which belong to
the General Support Unit GSU. Future contracts are
also underway to add more advanced vehicles.

As for the AJB personnel, Col. Al-Ahbabi said that it
includes Qatar patriots who have the passion to join
AJB to defend their precious homeland. They benefit
from continuous development and training encouraged
and supported by H.E Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al-
Attiyah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for
Defense Affairs and Lieutenant-General (pilot) Ghanim
bin Shaheen Al-Ghanim, Chief of Staff of Qatar Armed

Forces.



Battalions that combine military discipline
with assimilation of modern combat systems
Concerning battalions of this brigade, AJB
commander said that there is Al-Qagaa
Battalion; a battalion that underwent renewal
and development. It was formed with formation
of the new organizations, but it has already been
existing under the name of (A/T), a number of
years ago under command of the fire support
(artillery). It was an anti-tanks battalion turned into
an infantry battalion within AJB. It is considered
as a new battalion which has the ability to become
more efficient. The battalion has FAB vehicles
and the 50-caliber (Javelin anti-tank,) a new and

sophisticated American weapon, in addition to
light and individual weapons (mortars 81), and
standard infantry weapons.

Nevertheless, the Hamad Battalion is considered
to be more efficient. It was under the command of
H.H the Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa AL Thani.
Previously, it had a long military history and great
roles and participations including in the liberation
of Kuwait and the Peninsula Shield exercises. It
has also recent participations including (Saraya)
exercise. It has similar armament to that of Al
Qagaa battalion.

Col. Mohammed Mahdi Al-Ahbabi concluded his
statement by emphasizing the ability of the Qatari
citizen to meet challenges in various brigades
and formations of Qatar Emiri Land Forces,
thanks to high morale, training and development
of capabilities of members of different combat
brigades with its different battalions. We are
proud of our wise leadership represented by H.H
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad AL Thani, Emir of Qatar,
Commander-in-Chief of Qatar Armed Forces,
may Allah preserve him. We have learned from
him the meaning of dignity and poise. He gave
his people love and care and they reciprocated
with love and loyalty. These meanings have been
reflected on the AJB thus making it a strong and
robust military organization; similar to the rest of
brigades and battalions.




COLONEL MOHSIN MAJID AL SHAHWANI:
A modern artillery school containing advanced
training and artillery equipment

e The Training center with five schools: artillery, infantry, armor, transport, and a training system
which is a training course for officers and military personnel.The Centre's courses are special-
ized and extend for a month or months depending on the needs of the military units.

e The training team are Qatari nationals along with specialized training expertise. The training
targets learners from within the Land Forces ... and receives students from other units as
well. It keep abreast of the latest global training on real devices.

e Close cooperation between the Centre and the French and Omani artillery schools. The center
carries out 30 courses and graduates about 240 trainees annually.

 New simulators are introduced and soon the Centre is to accommodate more trainees and
increase local and global partnerships. Trainees from Lakhwiya and the Emiri Guard at the
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courses of the artillery School.

Artillery School one of the most important military
training institutions of the Land Forces, which has
taken into account Qatar vision 2030 to upgrade
military and technical education according to the
latest scientific foundations and to keep pace with
the global development undertaken by similar
schools and military centers.

The Land Forces have translated the vision of
Qatar Armed Forces into a training center capable
of establishing qualified and active personnel.
They have the ability to deal with the latest warfare
technology.

Colonel Muhsin Majid Al-Shahwani, commander
of the artillery school, said in an interview: The
ground forces decided to establish the Ground

Forces Training Centre in May 2018 to keep up with
sound and sophisticated training on machinery,
weapons and equipment such as artillery, tanks
and machine guns, the latest of the world's
military industries. These advanced equipment is
now owned by Land Forces, thanks to the State's
support.

The training center consists of five schools:
e Infantry

e armour

o artillery

e transport

e vehicle driving.



The study system

The study system is composed of four
foundational courses for personnel, officers and
non-commissioned officers. It includes a number
of operators of this technology, and the purpose of
establishing this Artillery School is to qualify four
types of training levels; individuals, officers, non-
commissioned officers and artillery operators to
work specifically in the artillery.

The duration of the study varies from one to two
months, or three months as a founding course for
officers. It may exceed this duration. The training
staff are mainly Qatari nationals by 997. in addition
to some foreign experts to enrich the experience
of the study at the schools of the training center.
In spite of the fact that the Centre in recently
established, it worked to provide the armed
forces with qualified personnel, well-trained
on latest military techniques, in addition to the
many courses it had carried out when it was still a
school, before being converted into a center.

Student Selection

Student selection at the center begins with
preliminary tests. Once the prospective learner
passes he is admitted to the course. All learners
at the Centre are from within the Land Forces.
The focus is mainly on this group to join the
specialized courses, but sometimes the Centre
receives students from other military units.

The selection of trainees from within the Land

-
LY

Forces is in accordance with the needs, and after
a comprehensive study of the needs of all units. A
letter is served to the Land Forces for purposes of
coordination on candidates as needed.

Vision and Objectives

The school has a vision towards which itis working
to produce national cadre capable of dealing with
modern equipment efficiently and effectively. This
has been its mission since inception. Its main
mission is to qualify individuals, officers, non-
commissioned officers and artillery technicians to
work in the Land Forces, particularly in the artillery
corps.

The center, having been changed into a training
center, aims to graduate batches of individuals,
officers and non-commissioned officers who
receive specialized courses in artillery.

Foundation courses

The center offers courses on modern weapons
that have been introduced into service in the
Armed Forces. Trainers are trained first in order to
transfer the training experience to the trainees. So
far the Centre has four crews of trainers who train
military personnel, officers, nhon-commissioned
officers and technicians.

The school also offers eight courses per year, plus
courses on request in the training season from
several bodies. These are exceptional training
courses in the fields such as driving, foundation,
military and others. The school boasts a deep-
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rooted historical background, as it was years ago
a wing of the schools and training institutes of the
Armed Forces. Then, it got separated and became
part of the Land Forces and eventually turned into
a training center; a kind of organization within the
Land Forces.

The school has delivered about 30 courses, with
an annual output of about 240 trainees who are
ready to deal with vehicles according to modern
training norms.

Modern training

Trainees at the center receive training on the
German cannon and the Brazilian rocket-
launchers, which are the most modern weapons in
the industry globally.

Training keeps up with modern global methods,
andis continuously updated. Anumber of halls have
been inaugurated, which include simulators that
mimic modern vehicles and advanced equipment,
and is considered a qualitative progress.

Halls are equipped with advanced tools simulating
an actual battle field. There are some vehicles such
as tanks, artillery and rocket-launchers which
mimic real equipment on the ground.

Effective partnerships

To this end, the Center works to strengthen
cooperation and coordination with internal
and external partners. There is considerable
cooperation with countries at the level of field visits
such as visits to the French artillery school, Omani
artillery school and others, to share experiences.
There is also coordination between the Artillery
School and the both British and American sides
in the form of mutual visits. Training cooperation
is already in place between the School and the
French and Omani sides. At the moment there is
cooperation with Germans at the level of industrial
companies.

Cooperation between the School and the
French artillery is very old and there is a military
cooperation agreement between the two countries
in the field of military training cooperation, in
addition to exchange of visits between the two
sides.

German artillery will be introduced in the near
future through visits and specialized courses in
this aspect. It is not a matter of developing training
mechanisms alone, rather it is an upgrading of the
training methods themselves.



A record of achievements

The school has made tremendous achievements.
It has obtained certificates of recognition from the
Land Forces and similar institutes that adopt the
latest methodologies and methods of training and
instruction.

The School has also obtained the latest and
advanced training equipment in order to achieve
an advanced and high level of training on these
weapons, given that training has become a non-
stop development process to keep pace with
the world. Added to this is the great interaction
between the school and local events, especially
participation in the National Day of the state.

At the local level, there are training partnerships
within the Land Forces in the form of lectures and
awareness gatherings. The core of the partnership
is to serve the Land Forces and then other
units. The school's training courses also benefit
Lakhuwiya units, Emiri Guard, Infantry Schools,
driving unit and others.

Overcoming challenges

Initially, the center faced challenges in how to
provide training crews and manpower, because
courses are many and require specialized
cadres that work in this field. With long years
and accumulated experiences, the school has
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managed to produce cadres and build facilities;
halls and simulators on which students get trained.
Simulators also provided good training
opportunities for students inside the school as if
they are in a real field. After completing training,
the trainees must have done the practical training
in an advanced manner.

Future projects

In the near future, modern simulators will be
introduced into service to assimilate a larger
number of trainees. There is a turnout from
the enrolled trainees who are absorbed into
subsequent courses or in a new training season.

Administrative and training staff
About the administrative and training staff
lieutenant Khalifa Al-Suwaidi (Senior instructor)
notices that the Qatari element is exist strongly in
the field of trainings and assistants trainings.

Training is carried out by trainers and
trainers' assistants. Students with outstanding
performances, however, are assimilated into the
training courses to work as assistants for a period
of time to be promoted as trainers in their units or
companies.

The school seeks to transfer training experiences
from trainers to trainees, in preparation for taking
over work at the school to develop the performance
of recruits.
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The Simulators Center... A Reality That Mimics
The Battle Training Turns Trainee Into Com-
mander, Shooter, Driver And Rocket-Launcher

The Land Forces simulators center is considered
an advanced training room which includes
military equipment for training and qualitative
learning in a realistic atmosphere, simulating
the battlefield so that the trainee feels like an
actual reality of war.

Driving is conducted on German vehicles and
there are vehicles for simulations of surveillance
and monitoring, so that they got acquainted
with the way they are used. Trainees come out
from this course with three basics: How to be a
monitor, driver and striker who has the ability to
use the machine gun and the personnel carrier.

Simulators of personnel carriers
Simulators of personnel carriers are considered
are considered the latest military industry for
training. These vehicles are protected from
outside against shrapnel, fires and grenades
and fitted with a glass guard and a thermal seal
that protects against penetration of bullets.
Personnel from within the vehicle can also see its
external surroundings and the monitor can also
take pictures with his camera from the window
which is heat-proof. He can monitor targets by

the lens and send the target to the bombers or to
any other unit.

This vehicle carries a submachine gun used in
general as a support unit for artillery, so that
areas of targeting and pinpoint of targets can be
controlled from within. The vehicle is fitted with
driving features by which tires can be raised or
lowered by internal control. Tires are lined with
iron metal to protect the vehicle against Injuries,
blows and shocks.

Machinegun simulators

There is a device similar to the machinegun,
which works like real field, and the trainee
can see it from the installation screen while
practicing on simulator of reality.

This submachine gun is mounted on a vehicle
that travels at a maximum speed of 125 miles per
hour. The payload of the vehicle is 14 tons. It
is equipped with heat dissipation fans. Engine
is mounted in the back not in the front. In the
front of the vehicle there are cutting tools, ropes,
coolant and other fittings.

There is an infantry reconnaissance vehicle that
controls targeting and attack as if the personnel



in the real field of battle. We do train trainers on
how to monitor and follow-up the vehicle.

Training Methods

The center is capable of training students through
highly-qualified instructors, who received
numerous courses on how to use simulators and
they are trained repeatedly. The center seeks to
transfer experience of Qatari trainers to the new
trainees.

The training crews are qualified to be a drivers,
strikers, monitors and commanders at the same
time. Then they learn how to operate the vehicle
and how to determine its destination.

Simulators are operated by commander, loader,
driver and striker who together perform one thing,
while each is get trained alone.

In front of each simulator four trainees occupy
their places and each individual is trained on his

role.

Artillery equipment

Artillery section is provided with command,
control, shooting and monitoring simulators.
Training is done on these devices which match the
actual field and they are fitted with original parts

which are used by all trainees for several times.

There is also a control unit in the machinegun, on
which commander, shooter, driver and the 1st and
2nd loaders are trained. Each cannon contains
60 rounds and this device is fast in performance
where it can shoot 10 shots in seconds.

Motor simulators

These are cars simulators so that students can
learn on them as if they were in battle environment.
There are simulators of reconnaissance vehicles,
tanks and rocket launchers. For every serving
vehicle there is a simulator in the training room.

Bullet simulators

They are real bullets in an open room for training,
where trainee can see its composition from within.
They are smoke and rocket bullets in addition to
other types.

Updating of simulators

The center has the latest, most sophisticated and
German-made training equipment which work
very efficiently. The system work by projectors
and they simulate tanks and artillery and can be
operated by a company of faction in order to be
trained on driving, control and command.
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COLONEL MOHAMED ALI AL-HAJIRI

The Standing Committee
A Reflection of the Cooperation with
The Friendly Turkish Troops

e Exchange of expertise and combating terrorism
are the most important aspects of cooperation
between Qatar and Turkey

e Duties of the Turkish forces in Doha: Peace
keeping, combating terrorism and enhancing
defense capacities

e The Turkish forces in Doha are land forces, but
there is a potential for naval and air forces to exist
in the future

e Courses in Turkey follow the NATO curriculum
and our officers keep gaining the best expertise

e Arabic language courses for Turkish officers and
Turkish language courses for Qatari officers

e Organization of a number of joint exercises and
trips in Qatar

o Participation of the Turkish troops in social
events and sports tournaments
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The Standing Committee of friendly forces (the Turkish side) is the one responsible for the facilitation

of administrative and logistic affairs with friendly Turkish side. It is tasked with organizing a number of

joint events and specialized courses and works to make available all the requirements for the Turkish
forces based in Doha. In this report, Altalaya Magazine highlights the committee’s tasks and duties along with

its constitution and activities.

Staff Colonel, Mohamed Ali Al-Hajiri, director of
Qatar Emiri Land Forces and head of the Standing
Committee of friendly forces (the Turkish side)
explains that the committee has recently been
constituted (before the start of 2018), after being
ratified by H.E Lieutenant General (pilot) Ghanim Bin
Shahin Al-Ghanim, Chief of Staff and affiliated to the
Military Cooperation Administration. It's made up of
many members from various Qatari Armed Forces
units.

Colonel Al-Haijiri indicated that the committee is
commissioned with administrative tasks and works
to directly facilitate procedures with the friendly
Turkish side, besides the logistic duties concerned
with supply and management. He added that military
cooperation between the two countries keeps
increasing one year after another since signing
the Military Cooperation Agreement in 2008, which
culminated in the Joint Defense Agreement signed
by His Highness, the beloved Emir Sheikh Tamim
Bin Hamad Al- Thani. Under this agreement, mutual
cooperation has increased.

Colonel Al-Hajiri said that military cooperation
between the State of Qatar and the friendly
Republic of Turkey is represented in the exchange
of expertise, enhancing the efforts of counter-
terrorism, specialized courses, training, in addition
to exchange of visits between Qatari and Turkish
officers and non-commissioned officers.

The head of the Standing Committee indicated that
the Turkish forces based in Qatar is a representation
of the deployment in Qatar agreement, and that
its duties are peace keeping, supporting counter-
terrorism efforts, and increasing defense capacities
and expertise between the two countries.

He added that the Turkish forces in Doha operate
under the command of the joint Turkish-Qatar
forces and command the commandment of ground,
naval and air forces. He highlighted that the current
Turkish forces are ground forces though naval and
air Turkish forces could possibly exist in the future.
He pointed out that future cooperation projects are
progressing and the Qatari-Turkish collaboration
in the academic field, expertise exchange, training,



mutual visits, and the investment field of military
industry like military uniform, vehicles and
ammunition is developing.

Colonel Mohamed Ali Al-Hajiri said that there are
plansto second Qatariforces thatinclude EmiriLand
Forces to Turkey. He noted that what distinguishes
courses in Turkey is that they adopt the NATO
curriculum which is a new one that a majority of
countries prefer in their military trainings. Thus,
the Qatari officer and non-commissioned officers
gain essential expertise; especially in the light of
military cooperation with NATO members among
which Turkey is an active member.

The head of the Standing Committee said when His
Excellency, President Rajab Tayeb Erdogan visited
the military base and met with Turkish officers and
soldiers, he delivered a lengthy welcome speech
and told them that "l want you to return home with
half of you speaking Arabic" .

President Erdogan mentioned that Turkish officers
and soldiers are so keen to learn Arabic and
they managed to teach large numbers of them in
collaboration with the Languages Institute. In a
previous course, he added, 50 students received
Arabic language classes and in turn, Turkish
language courses were held for Qatari officers and
the two sides obtained excellent results.

Colonel Al-Hajiri said that they made Turkish
soldiers mix with their Qatari counterparts and
share with them their professional life since they
arrived. They deal with each other in the camp as
brothers, he noted.

Al-Haijiri added that the Turkish forces participate
in all social and sports events including the last
Ramadan Tournament, in addition to participation
in the Sports Day by more than a single team.

Colonel Al-Hajiri commented that the presence
of the Turkish side in Doha varies depending on
military ranks and tasks, during which they are
acquainted with Qatari customs and traditions that
are similar to their own, being a friendly Islamic

country. Also, we have never encountered any sort
of misunderstanding from that viewpoint; on the
contrary, they quickly integrate into Qatari way of
life and share their fellow Qataris social events.
The head of the Standing Committee emphasized
that they pay full attention to all the needs and
requirements of the Turkish side as ordered by
His Excellency Dr. Khalid Bin Mohamed Al-Atiya,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for
Defense, and His Excellency Staff Lieutenant Gen.
(pilot) Ghanim Bin Shahin Al-Ghanim, Chief of Staff,
and His Excellency Staff Major-General Mohamed
Ali Al-Ghanim, commander of Emiri Land Forces.

On his part, Air Force Captain Naif Mohamed Almir,
a liaison officer in the friendly forces Standing
Comnmittee (the Turkish side) and a representative of
the Air Force affirmed that the role of the committee
is to eliminate any difficulties and make available all
the requirements for the Turkish side as to the joint
cooperation.

He indicated that a number of joint exercises
between Qatari and friendly Turkish forces had been
carried out during the year 2018, including Barzan
Exercise or 'Lion’s Den’, a naval exercise for the
Naval Emiri Forces and the Coast and Border Guard
of the Ministry of Interior with Turkish naval forces,
besides (Eagle-20) exercise carried out between
Emiri Air Force and its Turkish counterpart.

He added that the Turkish forces had participated
in joint events organized by the committee that
involved domestic trips inside the State of Qatar, the
last Ramadan Tournament, and the Commander-
in-Chief Championship, the Cross Country
Championship, Ramadan Iftar, participation in the
Holy Eid-al-Fitr Prayer and breakfast. Moreover,
there were various Arabic and Turkish language
courses from which | much benefitted and could
obtain the first place.

Captain Naif said that the Turkish forces personnel
regard Qatar as their second home country and feel
friendly association with their fellow Qataris, and
there is a Turkish batch that had been replaced and
still continue connecting with us very cordially and
amicably.
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MAJOR FAHAD MUBARAK AL-ALI AL-MAADEED
COMMANDER OF THE BATTALION OF TARIQ BIN ZIYAD

Governor's Guard ..

A historic beginning of the Tariq bin Ziyad battalion since

the 1960s

The battalion has tackled the shortage of manpower by qualifying Qatari Cadres

Close Cooperation Between the Battalion and Friendly Turkish Forces at All Fields

Field Visits With International Forces

The Role of the Battalion Is to Secure Vital Areas In The State... And Safeguard The

State Guests

The Battalion Is Considered An Auxiliary Force To The Armed Forces And To

=1 QUL

Sports and Fitness Are the Foundations of Keeping Individuals Fit

Infantry, Progressive and Foundational Courses, And Junior and Senior Staff

Courses Are Mandatory for Individuals

"The historical development of the battalion put it
at an advanced level and enabled it to train large
numbers of trainees, to perform its duties in the
protection of the State against threats" said Major
Fahad Mubarak Al-Ali Al-Maadeed , commander of
the battalion of Tariq bin Ziyad in an interview with

Altalaya Magazine, noting that training includes
highly-qualified Qatari cadres.

The commander began his career from a faction
commander to a company commander. He has
been in the same field since 2006 until he became

the current commander of the battalion.
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Historical development

The battalion is one of the oldest military units
in Qatar Armed Forces (QAF), dating back to the
year 1957, where the unit was founded, and its
name was the Governor's Guard. Its duty at that
time was to secure the governor's guarding, and
observe general security of the State.

Its name was change in 1960 from the Governor's
Guard to Guards of Honor, and was tasked with
the duty of receiving the State's guests.
In 1962 the name was again
changed to 1st Guard battalion.

It has remained with this name in
addition to its previous duties. In
1970 it moved to its current location

at AlSailiya area.

In 1974 the armors company was
separated, from which the tanks
company was formed. In 1975 broke
the thunderbolt company was formed and from it
the Special Forces was formed and remained with
these names.

In 1977 it was given the named Tariq Bin Ziyad's
battalion, and maintained its previous duties and
the Emiri Guards Battalion was integrated into it
and it assumed the tasks of Emiri Guard.

Tariq bin Ziyad
Battalion...The Oldest

i ok o - -

In 1986, it was named Tariq Bin Ziyad's Mechanical
battalion instead of Tariq bin Ziyad. Finally and in
1999 it was renamed Automated Tariq bin Ziyad
Battalion, which is its current name. The battalion
participated in all exercises in the State.

The military role of the battalion

alongside QAF, is to secure vital areas in the State,
as well as carrying out any duty that will secure
and guard the guests of the State. The battalion
is considered as supporting
forces to the internal security
forces (Lakhuwiya) with
regards to riot or chaos.

Military Battalion
Founded In The State Of
Qatar In 1957

Armament plans

The battalion focuses on
improved armament plans,
to keep pace with the latest
in technology the military industry. Vehicles of
the battalion include the French vehicles (Alpha).
It also includes personnel carriers fitted with
machine guns and light vehicles to transport
weapons. There are new deals for the introduction
of new armaments such as the French (Nexter)
which is expected to be received in the coming
period and the development plans are going on.
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At the level of facilities, the new camp is under
construction. It has so far completed by 507, and
will be ready for handing over in the summer of
2019.

In the area of armament, the battalion is in the
process of concluding deals for new troops'
carriers in the upcoming period, which are
expected to enter into service soon.

The development plan focuses on modernizing
personnel vehicles as it is the basis of armament.
The modern personnel carrier, Nexter, will enter
into service soon and will help overcome many
problems facing the battalion, most notably lack of
manpower and adapting to conditions of the area.
It is an electronically interconnected vehicle and

.
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equipped with several services such as the feature
of communication system, electronic shooting,
internal radar and its need for less personnel and
handles the shortage of manpower.

One of the modern means of armament is

a machine gun that fitted in every vehicle, anti-
tank kits, light vehicles and others.

Types of training

The battalion has developed a training curriculum
for all levels starting from the lowest to the highest
level up to the battalion as a whole.

These courses are either battalion-specific or
common to all units or general ones, all of which
are under supervision of the Land Forces. That
is, these courses are shared by all battalions in
accordance with a schedule determined 2 years
in advance. These courses are studied together
with the possibility of providing of caterings,
reservation of training fields.

There are other battalions such as the motorized
infantry, tanks and artillery. Battalions are cared
for in training and operations as they lead battles

and exercises too, and that armor battalions and
infantry complement each other.

A Leading role

The battalion had a leading role in foreign affairs,
including the war for liberation of Kuwait in 1990.
Between 1990 and 1992 the battalion participated in
keeping security inside Kuwait. It also participated
in the exercises of Aljazeera Shield as well as in



the international peacekeeping mission UNIFIL,
2007.

The battalion also participated actively in the
exercises of the armed forces in cooperation
with the US and French forces.

Readiness of the battalion
The battalion is keen on
readinessasabasicrequirement.
Members of the battalion start at
6 in the morning by the military
line to confirm presence of all
personnel, then morning sports
which is considered one of
the fundamentals of physical
strength, followed by breakfast
at 8 am, then starting the routine according to
discipline.

Companies maintain readiness, cleanness,
maintenance and sustainability of all vehicles in
addition to cleaning-up of weapons.
Administrative units carry out administrative
works which are considered basic requirements
alongside field activities as well as tasking each
personnel.

Tariq bin Ziad battalion
Focusingonarmaments
and advanced training

methods

Tariq bin Ziyad battalion courses

There are courses conducted in coordination
with similar schools. Lists of military schools
and institutes are submitted to the battalion in
addition to the pre-defined courses. The most
appropriate ones are chosen as per needs of
personnel in the battalion. Then
names are nominated and once
approvals are received from
schools, candidates will join
courses.

The battalion offers courses
for infantry, advanced infantry,
foundation as well as junior and
senior staff courses, all of which
are compulsory courses.

As for foundation courses, they are for new
recruits, in addition to specialized courses for
deputies, sergeants and juniors so that each
personnel who is expected to be promoted
to the next rank attends a course in order to
be promoted. With regard to human cadres,
training is continuous in the form of specialized
qualifying courses for military ranks.

SR
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MAJOR MUBARAK ABDULLAH AL-KHALIFA
THE QATARI YOUTH STUNS THE GERMANS IN

LEADING LEOPARD
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e Abdullah bin Jassim Brigade (AJB): a new brigade of young leaders

e We have two brigades: Jassim bin Mohammed (JMB) Brigade and Abdullah bin Jassim (AJB)

Brigade and the third under establishment

e Leopard...the Qatari Version is the most powerful and the latest combat tanks in the world

e Tank crews are 100% Qatari youths

e The Center of simulators is the top-notch internationally and guests of Qatar are keen to visit

The AJB Tanks battalion is the striking force in
Qatar Armed Forces. It has one of the most modern
and powerful tanks in the world; the German-made
"Leopard" tank.

In this report, Altalaya highlights tasks of the
battalion and the new AJB, the simulators center
and features of (Leopard). Major Mubarak Abdullah
Al Khalifa of the AJB’'s tanks battalion that the
AJB is a new brigade of young Qatari leaders. It
fulfills the vision of His Highness Sheikh Tamim
Bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of Qatar. He pointed
out that the unjust siege on Qatar has contributed
to highlighting many of the young Qatari leaders,
who now undertake responsibility.

He added that H.E Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al-
Attiyah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Defense Affairs, provided all vehicles and
potentialities for advancement and modernization
of the armed forces, especially that the Qatari
talents proved successful at the international level
at all fields.

Maj. Mubarak pointed out that tanks are offensive
rather than defensive vehicles because of rapid
mobility and ability to maneuver; pointing out that
they are a strong card and a striking force within

its core functions.

A new brigade

Maj. Mubarak indicated that the AJB was joined by
the JMB hence we have two brigades within Qatar
Armed Forces. A third brigade is currently under
preparation.

He added that the AJB currently includes modern
vehicles which have been obtained by the state
and they are within the expansion phase taking
place in Qatar armed forces.

The tanks battalion is considered one of the
new battalions by virtue of possessing the latest
vehicles and tanks in the world.

The Qatari Leopard

Major Mubarak said that Leopard E7 QA 2 is one
of the most important upgrades in tank battalion.
Leopard is German-made and considered one of
the most powerful and latest major combat tanks
of 120 mm caliber.

Leopard features

One of the most important features of Leopard
is that it is armored from all angles, i.e. from 4
angles. As for its visuals; they provide visibility up
to 360 degrees It is operated by four members: the
driver, the striker, the loader and the commander,



with each individual having a specific role.
The Leopard commander can draw a path for the
driver, the platoon or the battalion. It is connected
with the main command through a communication
system that is considered a cutting-edge
technology from the French company of Tales.
Armament can be controlled electronically.
Leopard is fitted with two 7.6 machine guns and
contains 12 smoke bombs with a powerful
12-cylinder-engine that generates 1500 hp, in
addition to the feature of light-weight and ability to
move and maneuver. It weighs 62 tons empty and
67 tons in the battle.
Leopard is also quick to detect faults. If a failure
occurs, the crew can totally replace the engine
within 20 minutes.
This feature was actually applied in the 2016 Nasr
Exercise. An operator from the Emiri Land Forces
was trained by the crew German on how to replace
the tank machine.
The Leopard range of fire reaches 6 kilometers. Itis
fitted with 4 types of ammunition and very powerful
and big rounds. It can also handle more than one
goal at a time and equipped with the latest fully-
controlled command and control system.
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The crew

Major Mubarak explained that the crew of Leopard
consists of 1007.. Within only 3 months of training
the Qatari crew was able to drive the tank and
shooting with high efficiency that dazzled the
Germans themselves, to the extent that there were
contests between the Germans and the Qatari
trainees on accuracy of shooting. He pointed out
that the fastest loader who broke records was
a Qatari citizen by manufacturer rating. We are
ready to participate in any championship and can
challenge world armies in accuracy of targeting.
Protection

One of the most important features of Leopard,
according to Al Khalifa, is the protection of the
parquet, by virtue of dyeing the tank against
ultraviolent radiation, the same like that of the F-15,
which the laser cannot detect.

He added that the thermal missiles cannot hit it
because it has parquet protection envelope that
hides the temperature of the vehicle from 70- 907,
explaining that most of the missiles follow heat and
with Leopard they are unable to detect.

The Center of simulators

Major Mubarak stated that the center of simulators
within the tank battalion is a state-of-the-art one
in the world in terms of having simulators, to the
extent that guests of the state are keen to visit
and see the latest technology there. He said that
it simulates the tank tower as natural. It provides
simulation for a complete Qatari environment so
that trainees learn at the simulation center as if they
are learning on the ground.

Headdedthatthereis asectiontotraincommanders,
drivers, loaders and technicians. The crew of the
tank, he went on to say, has the ability to replace
the chain and make sure of its general condition.
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CAPTAIN MOHAMMED ALI AL-KUWAR]

COMMANDER OF AL QAQAA AUTOMATED BATTALION
AL QAQAA BATTALION: THE LATEST MILITARY FACILITY OF THE LAND FORCES

Specialized Courses for Personnel and Officers to Graduate Qualified Qatari Cadres

Basic and Refresher Courses and Training On Light Weapons

The Battalion Has Local and External Participations. Interaction with Other Military Units
Al Qaqaa Battalion Is Affiliated with Abdulla bin Jassim Brigade (AJB) and Attracts Qualified Qatari

Crew

Close Cooperation with France, Italy and Turkey and Effective External Partnerships

The Battalion Derives Its Vision from 2030 ... Physical Sports Is the Basis for Preparing Personnel for

The Field

Al Qaqaa Infantry Battalion Is the Most Sophisticated Military Body Which Is Affiliated with The Abdul-
lah Bin Jassim Brigade (AJB) Of The Land Forces, To Qualify Qatari Cadres at Training Fields of Light
Weapons and Capable of Dealing with Risks Strongly and Firmly.

The battalion was formed throughout multiple
levels and developed until became a battalion.
It reports to the AJB. It is on the par with the
battalions of Tariq bin Ziyad, Hamad and rapid
intervention.

Historically, the Hoot corps entered into service
in 1982 within the Land Forces system.

The beginning was from two platoons within
Qassem Mechanical Battalion. Two platoons
were formed, and then separated and became a
battalion under the umbrella of the army, until the
first platoon was separated in 1987 and joined
Land Forces. The second, the shields corps was
dissolved in the year 1995.

In 2003, the Land Forces units were reorganized.
The first platoon was separated from the Land
Forces and became part of the platoons of Tariq
bin Ziyad Battalion. The second splitand became

part of Hamad Battalion. In 2014 the Land Forces
units were reorganized.

Capt. Muhammad Ali al-Kuwari, commander
of the AlQagaa Automatic Battalion, said in an
interview with Altalaya: "The battalion has a good
track record of protecting the State; securing its
borders. It was established in 2018, similar to the
Hamad Brigades, Rapid Intervention and Tariq
bin Ziyad in carrying out military missions". He
added that the armament of the Battalion was
the latest of military training equipment.

li is similar to that of any battalion under the
command of land forces; to defend the territory
of the State. The task of the Shields Battalion is
to destroy vehicles, armored vehicles, personnel
carriers and to defend the land and maintain
security.

The Battalion has participated in all local and



foreignevents, ataskithas been doing sinceits inception.
Examples of its participation abroad was in the
Gulf War, liberation of Khafji and liberation of
Kuwait. It also participated in the peacekeeping
forces in Djibouti and Eritrea, and in the coalition
forces in the process Restoring Hope, as well as in
UNIFIL forces in South of Lebanon.

Sport and fithess are the basis of training in the
battalion, an important task in the life of a soldier.
There are several courses of training on
MD, refresher courses for individuals, non-
commissioned officers and officers. There are
courses on light weapons, giving a diverse
experience that enables the military personnel to
complete their career.

The courses in the battalion are conducted in
accordance with a specific annual schedule,
including internal courses held at the headquarters
of the Land Forces school or at the headquarters
of the Institute of Qatar Armed Forces. There are
external courses in cooperation with friendly countries.
All these courses are part of an annual plan
launched at the beginning of the year to qualify
individuals, officers and non-commissioned
officers to be eligible for military service.

Of the ambitious plans of the battalion is to
establish a battalion-specific facility that will host
the latest state-of-the-art training equipment, the
latest mechanisms, training methods and sports
facilities. This will make it a complete and distinct
training facility.

The Dbattalion has
competencies. It

highly-skilled training
relies primarily on Qatari

cadres in training along with other international

experiences. The largest portion of them are Qatari
instructors and trainers, many of whom have been
trained there and are now occupying leadership
positions in the State.

The battalion seeks to attract Qatari cadres in
training, and to keep them to serve the battalion.
We have advanced equipment in addition to the
means of moral encouragement. We provide
means of comfort, in addition to good treatment
as well as the training facilities provided by senior
leadership. Trainees also receive useful courses
that serve them in their professional fields and
teach them how to develop their talents.

The battalion has external partnerships with
France, Italy and Turkey. There are joint exercises
between Qatar and those countries, held both
locally and abroad.

There is also fruitful cooperation with friendly
Turkish forces, and there are joint courses between
the two sides.

New armament projects are continuing within
the Land Forces' plan to modernize the infantry
battalions, and modern weapons will be introduced
in service soon. The battalion will have a share of
some of them such as the personnel carries which
is the latest. It was tested previously.

It is a French-made, effective and is the most
sophisticated worldwide.

There is a clear vision for the development of the
battalion based on Qatar Vision 2030, the most
important of which is high readiness, physical
fitness and preparedness to perform duty at any
time.
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CAPTAIN ABDULLAH TURKI AL-ALI AL-MAADID,

Qatari Competencies and Modern Technology Are
the “Eagle’s Eye” at the Reconnaissance Battalion

The Reconnaissance Battalion is considered
the watchful “"Eagle’s Eye” recently established
within the Qatari Armed Forces Upgrading
System.

It contributes substantially to the decision
taking system and operations management and
planning.

This battalion combines modern technology and
new Qatari competencies to strongly shield the
nation and defend its gains.

Commander of the reconnaissance battalion,
Captain Abdullah Turki Al-Ali Al-Maadeed,
stressed that the battalion was recently
constituted by integrating the reconnaissance
vehicles company of Jassim Bin Mohamed
Brigade and the Electronic Reconnaissance
Company of the Emiri Land Forces.

Al-Ali indicated that the battalion integrates
State-of-the-Art radar and drone systems.

Organizational Structure

Captain Abdullah Turki Al-Ali explained that the
organizational structure of the reconnaissance
battalion comprises four companies, namely
the Reconnaissance Vehicles Company, the Air
Reconnaissance Company, the Radar Company,
and the Commandment Company. He noted that the
battalion is associated with the Emiri Land Forces.

Tasks

Captain Al-Ali added that the battalion's principal
tasks are reconnaissance, gathering intelligence
about the enemy concerning its organization and

armament, besides nature of the terrain.

He pointed out that each and every member of
the reconnaissance team is of great importance,
adding that in addition to gathering intelligence, the
battalion has advanced roles and mobilization tasks
and missions.

The Vehicles

Regarding vehicles, Captain Al-Ali said that the
vehicles company is equipped by State-of-the-
Art combat reconnaissance machineries. Also,
the Radar System is very advanced and can spot
air and ground targets, their distance, speed and




coordinates with high precision. Along with the
upgrading, drones had been supplemented within
an integrated system.

Qatari Competencies

Captain Abdullah Al-Ali indicated that young
Qatari cadres represent 100/ of the companies’
and platoon's commanders at the reconnaissance
battalion. As to the training programs, he said that
they are annual training programs attached to a
number of courses including the Radar Courses.
He highlighted the recent graduation of 16 trainees
on the "Bora” Radar. Furthermore, company
commandment and operation officers courses had
been arranged in addition to preparations to take
partin "Nasr’ mobilizing exercise in 2018.

He indicated that officers are sent abroad to receive
basic and advanced reconnaissance courses,
pointing out the external partnerships regarding
training, especially the joint radar trainings.

Skills

He commented that the reconnaissance personnel
are tasked with gathering and rapidly passing
intelligence, which necessitates special skills such
as physical fithess and advanced educational level.
Captain Abdullah Al-Ali affirmed that future plans
of the reconnaissance battalion focus on raising
combat readiness and training, and developing
manpower and attaining the highest professional
levels in this field.

The Fennek Vehicle

The German-made Fennek vehicle is an essential
vehicle in the reconnaissance battalion. It's a very
advanced one with a crew of three personnel, a
driver, controller, and a shooter, where shooting is
conducted from inside the vehicle.

The Fennek is considered a combat tracking vehicle
that spots targets with high precision via laser and
it's equipped with a camera and a 50 ml machine gun.
It's known for its maneuverability in the battle field
despite its being a heavy armor vehicle; moreover
it integrates a modern command and control
system that is directly connected with the General
Command.

The Benhart Vehicle

The Benhart equipped with French technology
was the first vehicle employed by reconnaissance
companies.

The Radar System
The Radar System was developed by the French
Airbus Company. This system employs the German-
made Bora radar fitted with French camera.
The radar detects a range of 40km minimum on the
heavy speed of armored vehicles and 25km minimum
on light vehicles and infantry.

It's regarded among advanced radar systems and
operated by a crew of four personnel.
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COLONEL IBRAHIM KHALFAN AHMAD AL KHALFAN:

| dream of a Legendary, Exceptional and Distinguished
2022 World Cup, Thanks to the Collective Efforts.

SPORT FILE

HH the Emir's support is a substantial boost for the development of the Armed Forces and the
sponsorship of the Minister of Defense and the Chief of Staff brought about achievements

My distinction is attributed to family care of my football talent and military uniforms appealed
to me from an early age

Ending my football career helped in completing my university studies and | have the honor of
being a member in "Bein Sport”, the most prominent international sports channel

Qatari cadres trained during Brazil World Cup 2014, and Russia World Cup 2018 on the
mechanisms for dealing with spectators and the maintenance of facilities

I don't intend to run for the Football Association elections and will offer my advice to officials
via the social media or in direct meetings

My work as a sports analyst in Bein Sport Channel provided me with valuable experience
Developing military equipment and the new aircraft deals are a quantum leap of which we are
all so proud

The Armed Forces officers are known for their dignity and pursuing progress, and I'm proud
to belong to them

The defeat of Al-Arabi Sports Club is sad and an abnormal situationl the Club’'s Board of
Directors has a major role to play to set things right and the current state of affairs is not in
favor of Qatari football.
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A sports figure that got internationally recognized
thanks to the State’'s support and sponsorship of
society and family, and who achieved distinction
in both the football and military domains. Ibrahim
Khalfan, the Qatari Football star, whose sports
personality was shaped by ball kicking and military
trainings and who could produce out of challenge
and persistence an exemplar distinguished person.
Captain Ibrahim Khalfan hosts Altalaya to
accompany readers to the world of football and

the military career. He sheds the light on his most
significant stations in life, study, and field work.
Let's start the interview:

How did you start your sports career?

Firstly, | welcome Altalaya journal and have the
honor that the Armed Forces support Qatari cadres.
I'm happy to communicate with all the means of
mass media which reflect Qatari youth contribution
to society.

The hobby moved from home to school, then to



club and the national team; all the stages of my
life comprise one successive series of my sports
career, and they all considered steps forward, which
eventually shaped Ibrahim Khalfan.

In my childhood, | never viewed football from a
material point of view, but rather it meant for me
the two sides of recreation and high spirits. | found
myself enjoying football and practiced it with
complete satisfaction.

Did your family welcome that?

Surely, for my family believes in the importance of
sports for man. | encountered no rejection and my
family kept silently watching me while | was training,
and that proved they were satisfied.

I found warm encouragement from family and
surrounding community and nobody had objections
regarding my hobby for it didn't contradict my study,
a matter that | much cared for. Consequently, | could
achieve academic distinction in all my lifetime,
thanks be to Allah.

How did you start your military career?

When | remember the beginning of my military
career, Irecall that| had great love for army uniforms.
I grew fond of military grooming, discipline and
toughness. | also remember that my house was
overlooking the sea, and | was watching naval ships
sailing to and from the port, so | began dreaming of
joining the military.

After | graduated from the secondary school, | never
hesitated to join the Armed Forces vanguard. |
forwarded my documents to the General Command
and was initially admitted as a candidate, and then
I enrolled in a nhumber of basic courses along with
other candidates and could pass them.

Being a footballer, | had no chance for joining
a military college in a country other than Qatar,
because | had to practice football and study
simultaneously inside my home country.

I managed to pass several training courses in
Sudan and was promoted to a higher rank (Second
Lieutenant), from which point I officially joined the
Armed Forces.

What was the role of the Qatar Armed Forces in
your encouragement, especially you practiced
sports then?

Due to the nature of my work as an Armed Forces
officer, | was very much appreciated as a sportsman,
despite that | wasn't a professional at the time but
was selected in the military team and the National
Football Team as well and exerted huge efforts
during my local and foreign participations.

In turn, from
this information
platform, | extend
my thanks to the
Armed Forces for
supporting my

sports career.
| found all the
encouragement

and welcoming
equally with the
rest of my fellow
sportsmen. In
addition, my
country gave me
unique opportunity
to take part in
foreign sports championships in which | managed
to achieve good records.

How did you come to reconcile your military
work with study at the same time?

My work and study didn't contradict for | obtained
a Master's degree in military science from Sudan in
2001, while I officially quitted football and ended my
sport career in 1997. This provided me with a great
chance for university study and | got an academic
degree that added much experience to my work.
Not only this, but | could also receive all specialized
courses for | had become a full-time student
following my football retirement. | passed a training
course in the State of Kuwait, an advanced course
in Egypt, Minor Staff course in Qatar, Military
Screening course in Doha, and Major Staff course
in Sudan.

How do you evaluate the sports status in the
Qatar Armed Forces?

The Armed Forces has offered all support and
encouragement for military sportsmen. | here
commend the substantial support presented by
His Excellency, our Beloved Emir who paid sports
his utmost attention and care. Likewise, | thank His
Excellency, Minister of Defense, and His Excellency,
Armed Forces Chief of Staff for their endeavors for
upgrading the Armed Forces we witnhess today; a
highly developed edifice at all units.

This upgrade is noticeable in all the military aspects
such as the facilities, equipment, and trainings
which have become the center of concern and
developed into landmarks and | wish the public will
witness in the next military parades InshaAllah.
It's no wonder that the military leadership pays
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attention to the whole sports sector, and as a
result, the Military Sports Association incorporates
all sports activities. As | keep following up the MSA,
| can assume that the Armed Forces enjoy all the
good, thanks be to Allah and to the auspices and
attention of His Excellency, our Beloved Emir.

I advise my fellow sportsmen that we should
enhance our wise leadership’'s concern with
military sports in all activities, domestically and
internationally, and that we, former officers and
personnel in the Armed Forces should be proud of
those achievements.

In your capacity as ambassador for Qatar 2022
Mundial, how do you view Qatar’'s preparations
for the event which has dominated world news?
Qatar's concern over the Mundial is implied in the
State’s strategy and future policies. We kept waiting
for the 2022 Mundial since 2010, when the World
Cup host was announced; years have elapsed so
rapidly.

I'm confident that sports officials, those
responsible of the Legacy Committee and the
Football Association continue supervising good
preparation for tournaments, and | expect that it
will be a legendary, exceptional, and distinguished
world cup.

He added: | closely witnessed Qatari youth
during Brazil 2014 World Cup, who kept studying
fundamentals of organization, and also in Russia
2014 World Cup How Qatari youth effectively
participated in the organization process. This
involved arranging entry and exit of spectators.
We are awaiting the Mundial with much hope,
optimism, and attention, for it's the first to be
organized in the Middle East. It's a source of pride
for all Arabs and Qatar and Qatari people; for they
well appreciate what it means to host international
championships.

What experience did you gain and focused
on during your participation in Russia 2018
Mundial?

In fact, | wasn't actually participating but rather
present with Qatari youth. | closely observed
mechanisms for dealing with spectators, managing
spectators’ entry and exit process, along with
distribution and selling out of tickets and more.
This is added to the experience | gained at sports
facilities and how they are dealt with.

What experience did you obtain as a Be-in
Sport analyst?

Attending Russia 2018 Mundial has enriched my
experience | had acquired in Brazil 2014 Mundial.
Most important of which is analyzing World Cup
matches in the most outstanding sports channel

worldwide and an international competitor in the
field, and I'm proud being one of its staff.

These are added to encountering qualified cadres
of long experience in the sports field, a thing that
brought about a quantum leap in my career.
Through this sports system, | sought to gain
expertise and benefit from technical aspects with
regard to sport analysis, and could personally
succeed thanks be to Allah.

The Football Association elections will start
shortly; would you be running for the elections?
Frankly speaking, | don't intend to run for the
elections due to the nature of my military profession,
and won't be a member in the prospective Football
Association. Though, | will offer my advice and
standpoints to the officials and those in charge,
whether via the means of social media or through
direct meetings.

What are your suggestions for upgrading the
Football Association?

| say to officials that we are starting preparations for
the 2022 Mundial, and as all people saw there has
been big difference among levels of sports teams.
This clearly indicates that the situation has changed,
because years ago teams had the same high level.
Here, I'm addressing the Football Association that
some teams have become less competitive, and |
wish those responsible will set things right, for
the performance we withessed in Qatari stadiums
is not in favor of either national football or clubs,
especially that we are approaching 2022 Mundial
which prompts us to promote our abilities and
innovation to create football competitiveness.

The results and goals scored we saw in stadiums
are a dark image that indicate something is wrong.
But I'm quite confident that our dear brothers at the
Football Association will study the problems and
address them.

Our question to Ibrahim Khalfan the father, how
did you manage to create a prosperous sports
talent out of your son Khalfan?

He said: from early childhood, my son Khalfan was
a keen footballer and he much loved playing despite
his young age. He constantly asked me to play
with him and each time | keep telling him that he is
still young. | took him to Al-Arabi summer Club to
benefit from the sport, cultural, and arts activities.
Afterwards, he was enrolled as a member of Al-
Arabi Sports Club and received a membership card
despite his young age as a sort of encouragement
to practice sports.

After one year, he was enlisted in the junior team
in which he performed brilliantly and has attracted
the attention of sportsmen and all people began



to comment that he is the coming sports star.
He added that his football career took another
course distinction and represented a crucial
track in his life and could achieve major
success.

In 2006, he was named the best player in Asia,
and in 2007 and 2008 named second best player
in Asia. This will no doubt be added to his
already rich record.

As an athlete, how can your advice your son?

I constantly seek to motivate him before and
after a match or training. | also look for mistakes
to address them, closely observe his sports
career and choose the right time to direct and
advise him.

How can you assess the quantum leap
achieved by the Armed Forces concerning
armament, training and recruitment?

I'm very proud of the achievements of the Armed
Forces and the distinguished performance of
His Excellency, Minister of Defense and His
Excellency, the Chief of Staff. | confirm that
my fellow officers in the Armed Forces are well
known for their dignity and great deeds and
achievements during the past years.

The Armed Forces personnel are known for
their courage and have brilliant history. |
thank the Armed Forces General Command
for this breakthrough on the level of upgrading
equipment, tanks and advanced machinery,
besides the aircraft deal which warmed my heart
and attracted international attention. He pointed
out that power, determination, and strong will
enable one to keep up with the international
community, and Qatar is powerful with its
youth, economy, and education. And based on
the Armed Forces concern over upgrading in all
fields, Qatar could gain the world's respect and
we are proud of that.

Tell us about a touching sports memory.. a
goal you scored or an unforgettable match
or a certain situation?

All international and domestic participations
left lovely memories; | still remember Singapore
sports tournaments | took part in, and first
places | won during my Armed Forces service
in addition to many beautiful football goals |
scored.

Given you are one founder of Al-Arabi
Sports Club, who is to blame in the club’s
last defeat?

I belong to a generation that followed the
founding generation at Al-Arabi Sports Club.
The founders were the ones who established
the club’s solid background, and then we grew
up and went on to achieve amazing things on the
first team level. The club's last defeat by 101- is
unacceptable and abnormal and unplanned and
the result of indiscipline.

The club can achieve good results if it sets
a clear policy and objectives, but | deem the
current plans ineffective and don't work for the
future or for realizing certain goals.

The last defeat left fierce discussions at
the club's meetings, and | hope the Board
of Directors and members of the General
Assembly will reconsider club's plans. We, as
sportsmen seek to return the favor for Al-Arabi
Sports Club, especially that it has biggest fan
base.

Is the club's problem an internal or external
one?

The negative results are the sole responsibility
of all the General Assembly members. It's both
an internal and external problem that needs
the support and attention of the officials to be
resolved.
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When morale runs high

Immediate and far-reaching military plans often emphasize the need
to inculcate a high military morale in the hearts of the new soldiers
who are coming into combat fields and training for the first time. This
is done through the formulation of an integrated educational and
cultural system, based on field training, a balanced state of mind.
High morale is built in the individual from the first time a person
joins the Qatar Armed Forces, through strong faith, trust, discipline,
respect and adherence to instructions and behavioral controls, en-
durance and determination. The security and safety of homeland
comes first above all considerations.

Military in developed countries implements military programs linked
with various academic disciplines, technologies and cultures. It is
based on technical training on how to use portable camouflaged
devices. Military simulates situations and positions for soldiers to
experience actual reality, where they are prompted to choose the
appropriate defense mechanism and how to find suitable plans for
rescue, initiative or defense. The process takes intensive training
periods to achieve readiness and efficiency, and ultimately to create
the morale and sound relationship with commanders and individu-
als. This is the real force.

Since inceptions, the Qatar Armed Forces have endeavored, in their
goals and vision of defense, to develop the innate morale, with deep
love for and bond with homeland.

May God grant us all guidance and make us devoted protectors of

our beloved homeland.
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